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Su can thi€t phan bi¢t cac khai niém tu goc, tir muon,
tir ngoai lai va tir ngoai trong nghién ctru tir vung tiéng Viét'
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Trwong Dai ho~c Khoa hoc Xa hoi va Nhdan van, DHQGHN,
336 Nguyén Trdi, Thanh Xudn, Ha N¢i, Viét Nam
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Tém tit: Bai bdo xdc dinh khai niém tir thudn Viét khong chi cin cir vao ngudn gdc ma cin cir ca
vio qud trinh van dong va phat trién cia tiéng Viét. Do d6, can phan biét cac khai niém tir gbc, tir
muon, tir ngoai lai va tir ngoai. Tir thuan Viét d6i 1ap véi tir ngoai lai chi khong dbi 1ap voi tir
muon. Tir ngoai lai trong tiéng Viét 1a nhitng tir muon cua céc ng@n ngit khdc van con giit ddu 4n
clla ngoai ngtr. Nhung tor muon cla ngon ngu khéc nhung c6 sy ddng héa cao thuong duge coi la
tir ban ngir, thuan Viét. Nhimg tir gdc ngoai van c6 thé 1a tir thudn Viét. Can phén biét tir ngoai lai
voi tir ngoai: tir ngoai lai 1a nhitng tir ctia ngoai ngir da dugc muon vao tiéng Viét, con tir ngoai la

nhiing tr nude ngoai chua nhép hé.

Twr khoa: T ban ngit, ti géc, tor Han Viét, t muon, tr ngoai, tir ngoai lai, tr thuan Viét.

Thuyc té trong nhitng niam gan day khi phan
tich tir vyng tiéng Viét vé mat ngudn gdc, nhiéu
ludn van cao hoc va luan an tién si thuong phan
biét tir thun Viét véi tir Han Viét nhu 1a sy dbi
1ap gitta mdt bén 1a tur ban nglt va mot bén 1a tr
ngoai lai. Nhung vi c4c khdi niém tur thuan Viét
va tir ngoai lai chua dugc xdc dinh rd rang nén
céc b liéu thong ké thuong it ¢6 gid tri.

V& 1i ludn, c6 thé hiéu tir thuan Viét 1a
nhitng tir von c6 ciia tiéng Viét, con tir ngoai lai
1a nhitng tr ma tiéng Viét muon ciia cdc ngdn
ngit khéc. Tuy nhién, trong thuc té, viéc nhan
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dién dau 1a tir thuan Viét, dau 1a tir ngoai lai
khong phai dé dang.

Hién nay, da s6 cdc nha ngdn ngir hoc quan
ni¢m tiéng Viét 1a mdt ngdn nglr thudc nhém
Viét — Muong, tiéu chi Viét — Chit, ndm trong
khdi Viét Katu, thudc khu vuc phia dong cua
nganh Mon — Khmer, ho Nam A. Néu coi chi
nhitng tir gbc Nam A trong tiéng Viét méi 1a
céc tir thudn Viét thi s6 luong cdc tir thuan Viét
ching déng 12 bao. Cong trinh suu tap duoc
nhiéu nhéat nhitng tir gdc Nam A trong tiéng
Viét 1a cudn Luwgc khdo lich stk tir vieng tiéng
Viét cua Vi buc Nghleu Trong cong trinh
nay, 6ng thu thap dwoc 362 tir c6 ngudn gbc
Viét — Muodng, 145 tir ¢6 ngudn gbc proto Viét

2 Vii b Nghiéu, Luoc khao lich sur tir vung tiéng Viet,
NXB Gido duc Viét Nam, Ha Néi, 2011
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— Muong, 520 tir ¢6 ngudn gbc proto Mon —
Khmer va khoang 90 tir cé su tuong tng véi
céc ngon ngir Nam A khic.

Duong nhu khong ai quan niém chi nhiing
tir gdc Nam A trong tiéng Viét moi 1a cdc tur
thuan Vié¢t. Néu hiéu tir thuan Viét 1 nhitng tir
von c6 cua tieng Viét thi khi tiéng Viét tach
khoi tieng Muong dé hinh thanh mdt ngdn ngl
riéng & mién chau tho song Hong, tir vung tiéng
Viét da ¢6 sy hoa dic cia cic yéu t6 Nam A,
Thai Kadai, Han c6 va ca cic yéu t6 Nam Do
ntra.

Nhitng tir sau ddy c6 sy twong Ung vdi cic
ngo6n nglr Tay Thai:

- Bdi (dat), bdanh, bat, béc, buoc, bira, biin,
bé, buoi, ba ba, bam, bon (com), bit,

- ¢Oi, cui, ca, cd, cut, cam, cdi, con,
cuwi,cam, cat, cong, cung,

- cha, cham, chat, chiim, choc (chim), chdm,
chum, chuot, chac (day), (cuén) chi, cheo, (ghi)
chép, choc,

- dan, dang, dao phay, dira, di, diéu (hdu),
do, dot, dai, ddm, dun,

- dam, dwong, duc, dat, ddp, dau, doi, dia,
diing, don, dit, dom, don, do, (gid) dam, doi,
dap, don, doi.

- gdy, got, guoc, giang, goi, giang, ghém,
guong, go (dét vai)

- hdi, hép, hong (x6i),

- kim, kén, kho (thit), khudy, (nam) khan,

- 101, lau, (com) lam, ludc, 16, ldp, lit, lam,
16 (hang)

- miéng, muop, muém, mudi, méo, mit, md
(cho md), meo, mot, mo, (khoai) mon, (rau)
muong, mam, muong, mung, mia, manh, (mua)
mdoc, (swong) mit, moi,

- neo, nong, nom, nom, nd, nép, nu, ninh,
niii, (mdt) nac, noi, nom, noi, ng, nay, no,

- ngd (dwong), ngdt, ngam, ngoi, ngon, ngo,
nganh, nghe, ngdm, nghiéng,

- Nhdm (rwou), nhudm, nhé (co), nhoc,
(nho) nhoi,

- 6i, o1, e, ang, om, dch (trdu), é6m, o, Up,

- phang, phai, (mwa) phun, phit, phéng,

- qudng, qué, qua, qua, quét, qudt, (ndi)
quang, quen, queo,

- rd~y, rd (co ra), ruou, rot, rang, rao, rdc,
réng, rit, rung, rao, réi, rét,

- sd, sang, suét, suéi, song, san (nha),

- 16, tuon, 101, tiéng

- (bén) trdi, trai,

- thué‘ng luéng, thoc, tr(fng, (rau) thom,
thoi, thoc, thém, theo, thudc (bai),

- vai, vdng, vdi, vua, vdi, vit, vo, viing, van,
vdc, vap, vd, vén, vang, vd'ng, Vvét, vdi, vo, vung,
viéc,

- xa (dét vai), xo (xin x0), xoa (toc)

Nhitng tir sau ddy c6 sy twong Ung vdi cic
ngo6n ngir Viét Muong va Tay Thai:

- bao, bdt, bé, cay, dao, den, gao, gidat, may,
nga voi, phdn, song, than, trin...

Nhiing tir sau day c6 nguon goc Nam Dao:

-anh, an

- ba, bdc, bu, bong (hoa), bui. by,

- cd, cang (cua), cuéi, cay

- da (bung)

- da, dang, den, dung, dcft, duong, dém

- guc, gai,

- la, it

- kiém (tim), kia, kia

- 1a, lam, ldm, luéi, 16, lau

- mai, mdi, muo”'n, ma, mdt, mi, mira, mé,

- nay, nay, néu, no, ngo, nd'u, nd, nghe, ngay

- rat, rdi,
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- sita, sdng, song cdi, sai, sdc, sung

- ta, tai, to, tro, trang, thua, trdu, triung,
trang, tra, toi, trdi, troc

- uong, vai, xa, van

Nhitng tir sau day c6 sy tuong ing voi tiéng
Han co:

- bia, bua, buém, buon, buong, beo, bung,
but, bay, bugc, buong, bua, biia, bua, bo,

- ca, cai, che, chém, chén, chim, chiua,
chubng, chuong, chia, coi, chiéc, chugc,
chung, chiéng, chiéng, ching,

- dila, duc, duoi

- hen, hom, he, hop, hep,

- keo, kim, khoe, khua,

- lia, ltea, lau, liém, long,

- md, mang, meo, meo,

- nga, ngoi, ngua, nop, ném, nguoc, ngud,
ngan, nhuoc,

- qua, qué, qudn, quen,

- thua, tua, tiéc, tiéc, théu, tia, tua, thuoc,
thwa, thua, than, thim, tin,

- vua, vé, van,

- Xe, xét, xua

Nhitng tir goc Han co trén day da di vao
khau ngli cia nhan dan, duwoc nhan dan Viét
Nam chap nhén nhu la nhitng yéu t0 cia tiéng
Viét.

Nhu vay, nhitng tor goc Nam A, goc Tay
Théi, goc Nam Ddo, goc Han dd cé mat khi
tiéng Viét hinh thanh thi déu dugc coi 1a nhiing
tir thuan Vi¢t. Chi nén coi la tr mugn nhitng tir
tiéng Viét ti€p nhan cua cac ngdn nglr khic sau
khi tiéng Viét da hinh thanh. D6 chinh 1a nhiing
tor nglr tieng Viét muon cda tiéng Han, cua cic
ngdn nglt An Au va céc cdc ngdn ngit khéc.
Van dé dat ra 1a c6 nén dong nhat tir mugn voi
tr ngoai lai, doi 1ap véi tr thuan Viét dugc coi
1a tir badn ngtt hay khong?

Nhur ta biét, cdc tir muon cdc ngdn ngit khic
déu duoc Viét hda voi mire @6 khac nhau vé céc
mit ngit 4m, ngir nghia va ngir phdp. Nhiéu tir
muon da Viét héa dén muc khé ma phéan biét
voi tir ban ngir. Néu quan niém tir thuan Viét
chi 1a nhiing tir vn c6 khi tiéng Viét méi hinh
thanh thi s& khong thiy su bién dbi, phat trién
cua ban than tiéng Vi¢t. Quan niém nhu vay
khién cho s6 luong tir ban ngit ching déng 1a
bao so véi cic tir ngoai lai va khong phan dnh
ding ban chat cua tiéng Viét. Ban séc cua tiéng
Viét khong phai chi 1a nhing yéu t6 von c6 cua
tiéng Viét ma con bao gdm ca nhing yéu t6
tiéng Viét tiép nhan ciia cdc ngdn ngit khic bién
n6 thanh bd phan khong thé thiéu cia minh. Vi
thé, nhitng tir muon cic ngdn ngit khic nhung
c6 murc A9 Viét hda cao ciling dugc coi 1a nhiing
tr thuan Viét. Nhirng tir muon ¢é6 mtrc Vi¢t héa
thp, van con gitr du 4n cta ngoai ngit thi dwoc
goi la tir ngoai lai. Cho nén, bén canh khéi ni¢m
nir thuan Viét, can phan biét cic khdi niém tir
gdc, tir muon, tir ngoai lai va 7ir ngogi khi phan
tich tir vung tiéng Viét.

Nhitng tir ngit muon tiéng Han duoc chia
thanh hai loai: nhitng tir ngit mugn tiéng Hén
doc theo &m Han Viét va nhitng tr nglt muon
tiéng Han khong doc theo 4m Hén Viét.

Cach doc Han — Viét 1a cach doc chit Han &
Viét Nam cua nguoi Viét Nam. Cach doc dé
phan dnh dang ngt 4m cua chit Han thoi Duong
dugc day va hoc ¢ Viét Nam lic biy gid. Tat
nhién, so vdi dang nglt 4m cua chlt Han doi nha
Puong thi cach doc Han — Viét cling da duogc
Viét héa it nhiéu cho phit hop véi hé théng ngir
am cua tiéng Viét thoi d6. Tiur khi xudt hién
cach doc Han Viét thi tat ca cdc tir nglr Han
dugc tiéng Viét muon bang con dudng sich vo
déu doc theo Am Hén Viét va duoc goi la tr ngir
Hén Viét. Nhitng tr nglt nhu chu nghia xd hoi,
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tw ban chu nghia, cdch mang ddn toc, kinh té,
chinh trj,... mdc du méi dugc muon trong thoi
hién dai nhung ching van dugc phit am theo
cach doc Han Viét, tic 1a cach doc chit Han &
Viét Nam thoi nha Puong.

Nhiing tir ngit Han Viét gém hai loai Ia:
Nhitng tir ngir Han Viét muon nguyén khi tir
tiéng Han va nhimg tir ngir Han Viét dugc cau
tao & Viét Nam.

Vé ngudn goc, ¢6 thé phan nhimng tir ngir
Hén Viét muon nguyén khdi tir tiéng Hén thanh
3 loai nho:

- Nhitng tir ngit vbn c6 trong tiéng Han, thi
du: anh hing, bd quyen,...

- Nhitng tir ngit gbc Nhat, thi du: dm thi,
bién ché, biéu quyét, dan chii, ké hoach, ...

- Nhitng tir gdc Nam A va tiéng Viét, thi du:
cam lam, phu luu, tan lang, da tu, tiéu ( chudi ),
giang (song),...

Nhing tir ngit Han Viét dugc ciu tao &
Viét Nam gém hai loai: Nhitng don vi do céac
yéu té Han Viét tao thanh, thi du: rhi phdo,
cdch tré, ki vat, sinh 16,...va nhiing don vi do
cic yéu té Han Viét va thuan Viét tao thanh, thi
du: binh linh, cudp doat, déi khé, tau héa,....
Dbi v6i nhitng don vi do cic yéu td Han Viét
tao thanh, can phén biét hai truong hop:

- Thuén cd phdp tiéng Han, thi du: hdi
phdn, khong quan, lam tac, tam ho”‘n,...

- Nghich ct phép tiéng Hén, thi du: diém
cao, truong khoa, truong phong, truong ti,...

B&i vi 4n tugng vé tinh ngoai lai ciia don vi
tir vung 1a do tinh chat cta céc yéu td ciu tao va
quan hé ci phdp gitta ching giy nén, cho nén
cac don vi do cac yéu t6 Han Viét tao thanh
thuan theo ci phép tiéng Hén c6 thé xép vao
dién céc tir ngoai lai gdc Han. Céch giai quyét
nay xuét phat tir mot thyc té 1a da s6 nguoi Viét

khong phan biét duoc tr Han Viét muon
nguyén khdi cua tiéng Han va tir Han Viét cau
tao & Viét Nam. Nhitng don vi dugc cAu tao
bang cic yéu t6 Han Viét nhung thuan theo cu
phdp tiéng Viét va nhitng don vi dugc ciu tao
bang yéu t6 Han Viét + yéu td thuan Viét thi c6
thé xép vao bd phan tir vung thuin Viét boi vi
muc d¢ Viét hoa trong nhiing truong hop nhu
vay cao hon.

Nhitng tir ngit muon tiéng Han khong doc
theo &m Han Viét la nhiing tr Hin Viét Viét
héa, thi du: vq, vén, gan. gcfn, gicfy, lai, Ie,... va
nhitng tir muon tiéng Han qua con duong khau
ngit ma chu yéu 12 khau ngit cia mot dia
phuong nao d6, thi du: mi chinh, van thdn,
qucfy, cala thdu, luc ddu xd, wosu, confu,...

Vé mit ngudn gdc, nhitng tir Han Viét Viét
héa 1a nhimng tir gdc Han, nhung vi da Viét héa
0 muc do cao cho nén néi chung ngudi Viét
khong coi chiing 1a nhitng tr ngoai lai ma coi
ching la nhitng tir thuéc ban nglr - nhiing tu
thuan Viét. Chi nén coi 12 tir ngoai lai nhitng tir
gbc Héan da am tiét doc theo cdch phat am dia
phuong, nhu mi chinh, van thd'n, qucfy, ca la
thau, luc ddu xd, wosu, confu. Tu muon tiéng
Han doc theo cach phat &m dia phuong, c6 hinh
thirc tring v&i am tiét, nhu qudy ciing khé phén
biét v6i tir thuan Viét.

Dén déy chiing ta c6 thé phén biét cic khai
niém: nr goc Hdn, tir mwron Hdn, tir Hdn Viét,
tir ngoai lai géc Hdn va tir Hdan. Tét ca nhimng
tir bét ngudn tir tiéng Han dugc goi 1a fir gdc
Hdn trong tiéng Viét. Tuy nhién, khong phai tat
ca cdc tir bat ngudn tir tiéng Han déu dugc coi
1a tir muon Hén. Nhiing tir Han c6 v6n c6 trong
tiéng Viét tir khi tiéng Viét méi hinh thanh, do
d6 phai coi chiing thugc 16p tir thuan Viét, tirc
14 16p tir ban ngit chir khong phai tir muon Han.
Chi nén coi 12 tir muon Han nhiing tir gbc Han
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dugc nguoi Viét Nam tiép nhan cua tiéng Han
sau thoi ki hinh thanh ngbén ngtt dan toc. Nhitng
tr muon Han ¢cé thé doc theo am Han Viét hoac
khong doc theo am Han Viét. Tr Han Viét la
nhitng tir muon tiéng Han doc theo am Han
Viét. Tuy theo mic d6 Viét héa ma mdt bo
phén cic tr mugn Han dugc nguoi Viét Nam
coi 12 thuan Viét. Do c6 tinh Viét héa & mic
cao nén nhitng tir Han Viét Viét héa cling dugc
coi 1a nhitng tir thuan Viét. Chi nhitng tir muon
Han c6 mirc d6 Viét héa thép moi duogce coi la
nhitng tir ngoai lai gdc Han. Tir ngoai lai gbc
Hén bao gdm nhitng tir Han Viét muon nguyén
khéi tir tiéng Hén, nhitng tir Han Viét dugc cau
tao & Viét Nam dya vao yéu t6 Han Viét va cu
phap tiéng Han va nhiing tir tiép nhan qua con
dudng khau ngir dia phuong chwa Viét héa cao.
Nhu vay, khong phai tat ca cic tir mugn Hén
doc theo am Han Viét déu 12 tr ngoai lai. Theo
GS. Nguyén Tai Can, c6 dén 25% tir Han Viét
hoat dong tu do, thi du: tuyét, triic, ong,...
Nhitng tr Han Viét hoat dong ty do ciing nén
coi 12 nhimg tir thuan Viét. Nhiing tir Han (doc
theo 4am Han Viét) chua duogc tiéng Viét muon
chinh 12 cdc fir ngogi. Trong tiéng Viét, nhitng
tor nudc ngoai da nhdp hé¢ thi dugc goi la
ngogi lai, nhitng tir nudc ngoai chua nhap hé thi
goi la fir ngoqi.

Nhin chung, d6i v6i hién tuong tiép nhan tir
vung cua cdc ngdn ngit An Au trong tiéng Viét
can chd y:

a) Tiéng Viét chi méi tiép xic véi cic ngdn
ngit An Au trong thoi gian gin déy, sau khi di
tiép nhan mot cach c6 hé thong rat nhiéu tir gbe
Hén, cho nén nhiing tir tiéng Viét tiép nhan cua
cdc ngdn nglt An Au chi c6 tinh chat 1¢ té
khong thanh hé thdng nhu céc tir tiép nhan cua
tiéng Han. Pong thoi, nhitng tir tiéng Viét tiép
nhan ciia cdc ngdn ngit An Au ciing chi tap

trung vao mot s6 Iinh vuc nhét dinh, thuong 1a
céc thuat ngtr khoa hoc ki thuat.

b) Tiéng Viét va tiéng Han cling 1a cdc ngdn
ngit don 1ap, céc tir tiép nhan cua tiéng Han d&
dang nhap hé¢ hon 1a cic tir tiép nhan cta cic
tiéng An Au, cho nén thuong xiy ra hién twong
tiéng Viét khong tiép nhén tryc tiép cic ngdn
ngit An Au ma tiép nhan gidn tiép qua tiéng
Hén (cdc tir tiép nhan kiéu nay duoc xép vao
céc tir gbc Han).

c) Ngoai hién tugng tiép nhan ca vé hinh
thirc 14n y nghia cua céc tir ngon ngit An Au,
trong tiéng Viét con c6 ca nhitng tir ngit ¢6 tinh
chat sao phong: chdn bim, chdn xich, chién
tranh lanh, giét thoi gian v.v... 1a sao phong
garde bou, garde chaine, guerre froide, tuer le
temps v.v... cia tiéng Phap. Cac don vi tir vung
nhu: ké hoach nam nam, thi dua xa héi chi
nghia, vuon tré v.v... 1a sao phong cua cac tu
Nga tuong ting.

V& mit nao d6, tir sao phong 1a nhimng tir
duogc ciu tao bang cich dich ting yéu t6 c6 tinh
chat hinh thdi hoc clia cdc tir nudc ngoai.
Nhung dbi voi tiéng Viét, viéc dich céc thuat
ngit An Au 1a ca mot céng viéc c6 tinh chat
sdng tao bdi Vi co ciu cua tiéng Viét va ngdn
ngit An Au khac nhau rat xa. Ddu 4n ban ngir &
nhiing tir sao phong thuét ngit An Au rat r3.

Theo quy ludt chung, tit ca cdc tir muon
trong tiéng Viét déu c6 sy bién d6i vé ngir 4m
sao cho phit hop véi hé thng ngir am cia tiéng
Viét.

Muc do Viét héa cac tr mugn cac ngdn ngit
An Au khong gidng nhau. Nhiing tir tiép nhan
bang con dwdng khau ngit thuong dugc Viét
héa nhiéu hon céc tir tiép nhan bang con dudng
séch vo.

Nhiéu tir muon cic ngdn ngit An Au di
Viét héa cao do, khong khic gi céc tir thuan
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Viét, thi du: sam, xich, lip, lop, gdc, bét, kem,
bo, cuéc, bom, van, phanh, gam,...

Trong hién tuong trdn ma, ch?mg han,
nhitng cdch viét tron nhiéu tir Anh, tir Phap vao
tiéng Viét nhu: “Sorry may nha, tdi qua papa
v6i mama cat com, money hét sach, chir khong
thi tao di overnight véi tui bay rdi. Tir day téi
chidu c¢6 chuong trinh gi phone cho tao mot
tiéng. See you” (Bdo Hoa hoc tro, 2002) thi
nhitng tir gbc ngoai nén coi 1a tir ngoai, tirc 1a
nhitng tr cua ngoai ngtr chit chua phai la tu
muon trong tiéng Viét.

Nhu vy, néu xdc dinh tir thuan Viét
khong chi can cir vao ngudn gbc ma cin clr ca
vao qué trinh van dong va phit trién cia tiéng
Viét thi tir thudn Viét khong ddi lap véi tir
muon ma dbi lap vdi tir ngoai lai. Tir ngoai lai
trong tiéng Viét 1a nhitng tr muon ciia cic ngdn
ngit khdc van con giit ddu 4n cta ngoai ngit.
Nhitng tr muwon cua ngdn ngit khic nhung c6
sur dong héa cao thudng dugc coi 1a tir ban ngi,
thuan Viét. Ddu 4n dé duoc coi 1a c6 muc do
Viét héa cao 1a tir ¢6 hinh thirc cua mot am tiét,
hoat dong tu do. Trong bdi canh nhu thé, nhiing
tir von 1a ban ngit nhung hién nay c6 céu tric
khong nhap hé, tic 1a cé nhitng nét khong nhap
hé vao cdu triic dwong thoi cua tiéng Viét (thi
du: leng keng, eng éc, meng, béng, bu nhin, mé
héng, mé hoi, 1é ki ma,...) lai nén xép vao 16p
tir ngoai lai. Nhitng tir tiéng nudc ngoai chua
nhép h¢ dugc goi 1a nhiing tir ngoai.

Céch xtr Ii nhu thé 1a hop 1i béi vi yéu cau
co ban cua phép bién chiing trong khoa hoc la

can phai nghién ciru cdc hién tuong cé trong cic
mdi lién hé 1an trong su phét trién cia chiing.
Téch roi ddng dai va lich dai s& hai 1dn vi pham
yéu cau co ban d6: khi nghién ctru ngdn ngir vé
mat déng dai, nguoi ta chi khdo sat cic hién
tuong trong mdi lién hé ma khong chi ¥ toi su
phat trién, con khi nghién ciru ngon ngir vé mit
lich dai nguoi ta lai chi khao sat cac hién tuong
trong sy phét trién cht khong chd y dén mdi
lién h¢. Can phai nghién ciru cic hién tuong
ngdn ngit ca trong mdi lién hé 1n trong sy phat
trién mot cich dong thoi: trong mdi trang thai
ngo6n ngir, phai vach ra nhitng hién tugng dang
lui vao qud khir va nhiing hién tuong dang xuat
hién trén cai nén cla nhiing hién tugng on dinh,
c6 tinh chat chuan myc ddi véi trang thdi ngdn
ngit d6°.
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The Need to Distinguish the Various Concepts of Original
Words, Borrowings, Words of Foreign Origin and Foreign
Words in Vietnamese Vocabulary Studies
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Abstract: In identifying pure Vietnamese words among others, the paper adopts an approach
which considers both the origins of the words and the dynamic developmental processes of the
Vietnamese language. Other relevant concepts, including original words, borrowings, words of
foreign origin and foreign words, also need to be distinguished. We posit that pure Vietnamese words
exist in sharp contrast with words of foreign origin, not with borrowings. Words of foreign origin are
those borrowed from other languages which still retain certain features of their original languages.
Meanwhile, borrowings from other languages which have been highly Vietnamized tend to be
considered native, or pure Vietnamese words. Therefore, words of foreign origin can be categorized as
pure Vietnamese words if they have been highly Vietnamized. But words of foreign origin may need
to be separated from foreign words which have not fully entered Vietnamese language system and
tend to be involved in code-switching.

Keywords: Native word, original word, Sino-Vietnamese word, borrowing, foreign word, word of
foreign origin, pure Vietnamese words.



