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Tém tit: Trong nhiéu ngdn ngit c6 sy song ton clia cip thuat ngir ma khi dich sang tiéng Viét
thuong duge dich 1a “nghia” hodc “y nghia” (tiéng Anh: meaning va sense; tiéng Phap:
signification va sens; tiéng Puc: Bedeutung va Sinn; tiéng Nga: 3nauenne va cmbicn). Trude ddy,
ngudi ta thuong dong nhét cai duge biéu dat (so biéu) voi nghia cho nén nhitng cap thuat ngir trén
day c6 thé dugc ding 14n 16n, thay thé 1An nhau. Ngon ngit hoc hién dai phan biét nghia (meaning)
va y nghia (sense) cua don vi ngén ngir. Y nghla 1a cai so biéu cta don vi ngdn ngit, con nghla la
mdi quan hé giita ning biéu va s¢ biéu. Nhu thé, nghia cua tir 1a quan hé ciia tir véi cai gi d6 nam
ngoai ban than né. Vi tir (ciing nhu cac don vi ngdn ngit khac) c6 quan hé rit da dang véi cac hién
tugng khac cho nén, nghia cua tir la mdt hién tugng phuc tap, bao gém moét s6 thanh t6 don gian
hon nhu nghia s& biéu, nghia s¢ thi, nghia s¢ chi, nghia s¢ dung, nghia ngit phap.

Tir khéa: Nghia, y nghia, nghia s¢ chi, nghia s¢ thi, nghia s¢ biéu, nghia s dung, nghia lién tuéng,
nghia cau truc, nghia ngitr phap, nghia ham chi, nghia khu biét, nghia bieu cam, nghia phong cach,

nghia tir vung, ¥ lién tudng.

Trong nhidu ngdn ngit déu c6 sy song ton
cua cap thuat nglr ma khi dich sang tiéng Viét
thuong duoc dich 1a “nghia” hoac “y nghia™:

Tiéng Anh: meaning va sense

Tiéng Phéap: signification va sens

Tiéng Pirc: Bedeutung va Sinn

Tiéng Nga: 3HauenHne va cMbICIT

F. de Saussure duoc coi la nguoi dit nén
mong cho ngdn ngit hoc hién dai. Ong da kham
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pha thuc chit ctia ngdn ngit 1a mot hé thdng tin
hiéu. Ong viét: “Dau hiéu ngén ngir két lién
thanh mdt khong phai mét sy vat véi mot tén
goi, ma 1a mot khai ni€ém véi mot hinh anh 4m
thanh. Hinh dnh nay khong phai 1a cai am vat
chat, mot vat thudn vat 1i, ma 1a déu vét tam li
clia cai am do, 13 cai biéu twgng ma cac giac
quan ciia ta cung cép cho ta vé cii am do, no
thugc cam quan, va néu doi khi ta co goi no 1a
“vat chat” thi chi véi ¥ nghia d6 va dé ddi lap
v6i thanh phan kia cua sy lién hé, tic 1a véi
khai niém, thuong triru tugng hon” [1: 138,
139]. Saussure di biéu hién ddu hiéu ngén ngi
12 mot thuc thé tm 1i c6 hai mat bﬁng hinh vé
sau:
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Khai niém
(Concept)

Hinh anh am thanh
(Image acouslique)

)

Ong dé nghi thay “khai niém” bang “so
biéu” va thay “hinh anh 4m thanh” bang “ning
biéu” vi hai thuat ngit nay c6 cai uu thé 1a néu
13 dugc sy dbi 1ap gitra hai vé nay véi nhau va
v6i cai tong thé. Nhu viy, theo quan diém cua
Saussure, mdi tin hiéu 1a cai téng thé do su két
hop giita nang biéu va s¢ biéu. S¢ biéu hay cai
dugc biéu dat chinh 1a ¥ nghia (sense) cia tin
hiéu. Ngon ngit 14 mot hé thong tin hiéu trong
d6 didu cbt yéu duy nhét 1a sy két hop giita y
nghia véi hinh anh am thanh, va trong d6, hai
bo phan cua tin hiéu déu co tinh chit tim 1i nhu
nhau.

Han ché cia F. de Saussure trong quan
niém vé nghia 1a di khong chii ¥ dén mdi quan
hé ctia ngdn ngit voi thuc tai khach quan. Mai
ngon ngir 1a mot hé théng tin hiéu duoc dung dé
thé hién cac ddi tugng va cac sy tinh trong thé
gidi. Do do, mot binh dién cua nghia la quan hé
gilia cac tin hi€u ngdn nglt véi cac sy vat hodc
su tinh ¢6 thuyc ma ching ta dung cac tin hiéu
nay dé miéu ti. Ngbn ngit truyén ba nhing
thong tin vé thé gidi quanh ta. Ching ta co thé
quy chiéu vao nhiing con ngudi, nhitng dia
diém, nhimg d6i twong cu thé va nhimg khai
niém triru twong. Chung ta ciing co thé xéc
nhan nhiing sy vat d6 c6 nhimng dic tinh nhat
dinh hoac c6 quan hé nhét dinh v6i cac su vat
khac. Bang cach dung cic ciu cia mdt ngdn

ngir, mot ngudi ¢ thé md rong kién thire vé thé
gi6i cua mot nguoi khac. Do d6, binh dién nay
cua nghia chinh 1a ndi dung thong bao
(information content): Ngon nglt noéi cho ta
biét cai gi vé thé gidi.

Nguoi ta goi tén mdi quan hé gitta cac yéu
tb ngon ngilr véi cac sy vat, bién cd, hanh dong
va tinh chat ma chung thay thé 1a quy chiéu
(reference). Quy chiéu 14 dau hiéu dau tién thé
hién quan hé giita hoan canh giao tiép voi dién
ngon. Su quy chiéu nhét thiét mang theo né cac
tién d& vé sy ton tai phat sinh tir nhitng kinh
nghiém tryc tiép ciia ta vé cac dbi tuong trong
thé gidi vat chat. Noi rang mot tir hay mot don
vi ngdn ngit nao d6 quy chiéu mot dbi tuong
tic 12 noi rang vat quy chiéu cia né 1a mot ddi
tuong c6 thuc, nhu khi ta néi rang nhimng con
ngudi, dong vat va dd vat cu thé ton tai va trén
nguyén tic co thé miéu ta cac dic tinh vat chat
ctia d6i tuong dang xét. Co thé coi khai niém
“tdn tai vat chat” 1a co s¢ dé dinh nghia moi
quan hé ngit nghia cua quy chiéu. Su ton tai 1a
tién dé ctia quy chiéu. Can luu ¥ 14 khi néi mot
s6 don vi tir vung quy chiéu nhitng dbi tuong
va nhing dic tinh cua dbi twong & ngoai ngdn
ngir thi khong phai 1a gia dinh rang tt ca cac
dbi twong duogc chi ra bing mot tir cu thé lam
thanh mét 16p ty nhién ma chung cung thudc
vao 16p do, cung tap trung vao mat tir ngir la do
quy u6c duoc ngdm chip nhan cua cong dong
ngon ngit. Sy quy chiéu cia mot don vi tir vung
cling khong can phai that chinh xac va day du.
Thudng thudng cac ranh gi6i quy chiéu cia cac
don vi tr vung la khong xac dinh va c6 tinh vo
doan. Ching han, nguoi ta khong thé xac dinh
ranh gidi chinh xac gilta cai s& chi ctia go va
nui, cua tu xanh va lyc v.v. Mot ddc trung cia
ngdn ngitr 12 bang cac tir ngit, n6 di pham tru
hoa thé gidi va vach ra cac ranh gi¢i mot cach
vo doan. Cac ranh gidi quy chiéu tuy vo doan
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va khong xac dinh, nhung diéu nay khong dan
dén hiéu 1am vi khi can thiét nguoi ta co thé
dung cac hé thong khac dé xac dinh.

Ngbén ngir duoc dung dé ndi vé nhimg cai
trong thé gidi. Rt nhidu tir c6 thé dugc ding dé
thay thé hodc quy chiéu cac d6i twong hoic
quan hé thyc cé trong thé giéi. Do d6 duong
nhu ¢6 1i dé coi cai thuc c6 ma mot tir quy
chiéu vao — tirc 14 s chi (referent) ciia no la
mot binh dién cia nghia tir.

Khoéng phai ngau nhién mot sé ngudi cho

nghia ciia tir 1a sy vt hay hién tuong do tir biéu

thi [2 ]. Chang han, theo quan diém nay, nghia
cua tr «nha» 1a ban than cai nha cé trong thuc
té, nghia cta tor «di», tor «dep», v.v. 1a ban than
hanh dong, tinh chat trong tng.

C.K. Ogden va LA. Richards trong tac
pham The meaning of meaning. A study of the
influence of language upon thought and the
science of symbolis [3] d3 dé xuat mot so d6 goi
la “tam giac nghia” nhu sau:

THOUGHT OR REFERENCE
CORRECT ADEQUATE

symbolizes

(a causal relation)

SYMBOL

refers to

(other causal relations)

———— REFERENT

(an imputed relation)

* TRUE

Trong so d6 tam giac nghia nay, mot dinh 1a
biéu hiéu (symbol), mot dinh 13 e duy
(thought) hodc quy chiéu (reference) va mot
dinh 1a so chi (referent).

So chi (referent) ciia mot biéu hiu 13 mot
su vat dugc ghi nhan nhd cach dung biéu hiéu
nay trong mot tinh hudng phat ngon cu thé. Co
thé noi, so chi 1a ddi twong ma tir biéu thi, goi
tén. So di goi cai d6i tuong dugc goi ra trong
mdi phat ngdn cu thé 1a cai s& chi vi quan hé
gilta tir va dbi twong 1a quan hé quy chiéu.
Trong cau ndi cac tir nglt mai cd thé co s chi,
tic 1 dugc dung dé truc tiép chi mot ddi tuong
cu thé.

Quan hé gitra biéu hiéu va tu duy 1a quan hé
biéu trung; quan hé gitta tu duy hay su quy
chiéu voi so chi 1a quan hé quy chiéu; quan hé
giita biéu hiéu v6i s chi 1a quan hé thay thé
hay goi tén. Biéu hiéu khong c6 quan hé truc
tiép v6i s chi ma quan hé véi so chi théng qua
tu duy. Vi thé canh nbi biéu hiéu v6i s& chi cac
ong dung vach dat doan chu khéng dung vach
lién.

John Lyons [4] chdp nhan quan niém truyén
thong coi “khdi niém 1a nghia cua ti”, nhung dé
tranh hiéu 1am nghia & ngoai tir, éng cai tién so
d6 tam giac nghia nhu sau:



4 N.T. Gidp / Tap chi Khoa hoc PHOGHN: Nghién ciru Nudée ngodi, Tap 30, 86 3 (2014) 1-13

meaning (concept)

word

form

Trong so d6 nay, mot dinh 1a hinh thire (coa
tir), mot dinh 1a nghia (khai niém) va mot dinh
14 56 chi. Ong coi tir 1a biéu hiéu (symbol), gdbm
hai phén 1a hinh thir’ va nghia. Ong giai thich:
“Hinh thirc cia tir ¢6 thé néi 1a “biéu nghia”
cho ca “khai niém” ma cac “sy vat” dugc gop
vao d6 (bang sy “triru twong” khoi cac dic tinh
“ngau nhién” clia ching) va ca ban than cac “sy
vat” do nira” [4: 635].

Theo quan diém tin hiéu hoc, hinh thirc (cua
tir) 1a cai biéu dat cuia khai niém (so biéu); hinh
thirc cia tir v6i s biéu cia né lai 1a cai bicu dat
clia sy vit ma tir biéu thi; trong nhimg phat
ngdn cu thé toan bd tam giac ngir nghia con co
thé 1a cai biéu dat ciia mot su vat khac, mot su
vat méi. Nhu vay, cai duoc biéu dat cua tin hiéu
ngon ngit khong chi 1a s biéu, tirc khai niém vé
sw vat ma tir biéu thi, ma con 1a ban than cac sy
vat nira.

Néu quan niém cdi duwoc biéu dat (khai
ni€m va sy vat ma don vi ngébn ngl biéu thi)
ctua don vi ngdn ngit 1a nghia ctia don vi ngén
ngit ay thi viéc dung 13n 16n cac thuat ngit nghia
va y nghia, meaning va sense, signification va
sens, Bedeutung va Sinn, 3Ha4eHHE VA CMBICIT
ciing khong thanh van dé.

% Luu ¥ 1a: trong nhitng céi bién khéc ctia tam gidc nghia,
Ju.X. Xtepanov goi dinh nay 1a “tir ngir &m”; Do Hiru
Chau thi thay bang “tir triru tugng” [5].

referent

Tuy nhién, ngdn nglt hoc hién dai da chung
minh, nghia ctia don vi ngon ngir khong thé 1a
mot thyc thé, mot ban chat nao d6 (khai niém,
su vat) ma phai la quan hé.

Ngon ngtr 1a mot he théng tin hiéu dac biét,
chuc nang co ban cua nod la lam phuong tién
giao tiép cua con ngudi. Ngon ngit phai cé tinh
vat chit, néu khong 1a vat chat thi ngdn ngir
khong thé lam phuong tién giao tiép boi vi
ngdn ngit c6 1a vat chét thi con ngudi méi linh
hoi duge. Tinh vat chét cta ngon ngit thé hién &
chd no ton tai khach quan trong 16i noi (16i néi
miéng ciing nhu 10i viét).

Tin hi€u bao gio cling c6 tinh hai mat: cai
biéu dat va cdi dugc biéu dat. Tin hidu chi la tin
hiéu khi n6 c6 nghia. Cac don vi ngdn ngit cling
6 tinh hai mat nhu vay.

Néu coi nghia cua tir 12 ban than cai dbi
tuong thyc t& ma tir biéu thi thi s& din dén
nhidu mau thuin. Ngon ngir thi ton tai trong 15
no6i, nghia cua cac don vi ngdn ngit ton tai trong
thyc té. Phai ching ngit am két hop vai thuc té
khach quan mdi tao thanh ngdén ngit? Nhu vay,
hai mit cta tin hi€u ngon nglt dudng nhu tach
rOi nhau va ca hai mat déu c6 tinh vat chit ca,
chtr quan hé¢ gilta hai mat cua tin hi¢u khong
con la quan h¢ gitra hinh thic va ndi dung nita.
Déng thoi, néu thira nhén, nghia cua tur 1a sy
vat, hién tuong do tir biéu thi thi khi ta noi, ta
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cuoi, ta di...chinh 1a ta thyc hién cac nghia cua
cac tur ndi, cuwoi, di... chit khong phai la ta san
sinh ra nhitng hoat dong, nhiing qua trinh ranh
rot. Néu nghia ctia cac tir nguroi, bo...1a ban than
con ngudi, con bo thi ching ta s& di dén mot
két luan v6 1i 13: nghia cua nhimg tir nay co thé
bi giét, bi sung phdi, bi cam lanh, v.v.

Coi nghia cua tir 1a nhitng hién tugng tam i
ton tai trong y thirc clia con ngudi ciing gip
nhiéu mau thudn: ngén ngir thi ton tai trong 1oi
n6i va la hién tugng vat cht, trong khi do,
nghia cia don vi ngdn ngit lai khong ton tai
trong 151 ndi ma ton tai trong ¥ thirc, c6 quan hé
v6i cac hién tugng tinh than. Pé tranh mau
thuan nay, viéc coi ca nghia ctiia don vi ngon
ngit 1dn ban than ngdn ngir déu ton tai trong y
thirc, déu thudc vao sb cac hién tuong tam li,
nhu F. Saussure da lam, cling khong dugc boi
vi, nhu trén di n6i, mudn lam phuong tién giao
tiép ngodn ngir khong thé khong co tinh vat chat.
Thira nhan “ngdn ngit 1a sy thong nhit cia mat
vat chat va tinh than” [6: 275], trong d6, mat
vat chat 1a nhitng tin hi€u ton tai khach quan
bén ngoai con ngudi, con mit tinh thin Ia
nhitng nghia t6n tai dudi dang tu tuong véi tu
cach 1a mot hién tuong cua nhén thirc trong oc
mdi mot nguodi thudoc xa hoi nao do, nhu quan
diém ciia V.M. Solncev ciing chua théa dang.
1.S. Barkhudarov [7] di chi ra rdng quan niém
nhu thé hoan toan khong giai thich dwoc mit
vat chat va mat tinh than trong ngdn ngit lién hé
nhau b?mg cach nao. Rdt cude, su ddi lap gitta
vat chat va tinh thdn khong c6 tinh chat tuyét
dbi (tinh than ciing c6 ban thé vat chat & ndo).
Pong thoi, néu ngit 4m cua tir ton tai trong 15
no6i con nghia cua tir ton tai trong ndo ngudi thi
dudng nhu hinh thirc va nghia ton tai tach biét
lan nhau, chung khong con 1a mét dbi tuong
théng nhit nira. Nhu vdy, ngdén ngit chi 1a hinh
thirc, nghia khong phai la bd phan tao thanh cua

ngon ngir. Piéu d6 hoan toan trai véi ban chat
tin hi€u cua ngdn ngir.

Tu nhiing sy phan tich trén day, LS.
Barkhudarov di dén két luan rang hinh thirc va
nghia cua cac don vi ngdn ngir déu ton tai trong
101 n6i. Ong viét: “ Nghia ctia cac don vi ngdn
ngit khong ton tai trong y thirc cua con ngudi
ma ton tai trong ban than nhitng don vi do, tuc
1a khong ton tai trong 6¢ ngudi ma ton tai trong
161 n6i” [7].

Néu thira nhan nghia cia cac don vi ngén
ngi ton tai trong ban than cac don vi do, tac la
trong 10i néi, thi nghia khong thé 1a mot thyuc
thé, mot ban chat nao d6 ma phai 1a quan hé.
L.S. Barkhudarov viét: “Quan hé cua tin hiu
dbi v6i cai gi d6 nam ngoai ban than tin hiéu
chinh la nghia cta tin hiéu” [7:60]. Nhu vay,
hiéu nghia cia mot don vi nao do la hiéu don vi
dy c¢6 quan hé véi cai gi, tirc 1a né biu thi cai
gi. C6 thé thay rd didu nay khi chung ta quan
sat cach ngudi ta ndm nghia cua tir nhu thé nao.
bPéi véi nguoi 1on, nghia ciia mot tr moi duoc
phat hién thong qua dinh nghia cua né. Vi du:
“lau dai — toa nha to lon dep dé&” (Van Tan, Tu
dién tiéng Viét, Ha Noi, 1967). Nhu viy, nghia
cta tir chua biét (1du dai) duoc phat hién thong
qua cac tu khac (foa nha to lon dep dé). Thyuc
chat viéc giai nghia trong tir dién (tir dién giai
thich ciing nhu tir dién ddi chiéu) 1a tim don vi
ngdn ngit twong duong vé nghia voi cai don vi
can giai thich. Khi con nguoi ndm ngdn ngir 1an
dau tién thi phai lién hé¢ am thanh cia tir v6i sy
vat. Tré em ndm nghia cta tir méo nho nd nghe
dugc phue thé ngit 4m [meu2] trong cac ciu cu
thé, cac cdu d6 dugc phat ra trong nhing hoan
canh ¢6 con méo nhét dinh. Dan dan trong nhan
thirc cia tré, am [meu2] c6 quan hé voi con
méo — bit dau tir con méo den cu thé cta nha
minh, roi dén con méo vang ciia hang x6m, cudi
cung 1a ca loai méo ndi chung. Tré em hiéu
dugc am [meu2] c6 quan hé véi ddi tugng nao,
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am d6 biéu thi mot ddi twong duy nhét hay ca
16p dbi tuong, tirc 12 nd da nam duoc nghia cua
tr meo.

Can phan biét nghia cua tir v6i su hiéu biét
vé nghia d6. Trong nhdn thirc cia con ngudi
khong xuit hién va ton tai ban than nghia cua
cac tor va cac don vi ngén ngir khac, ma trong
nhan thire chi ¢ s hiéu biét vé cac nghia cua
ching ma thoéi. Khi nghe mot cau néi bang thir
tiéng ma ta khong biét, ta truc tiép linh hoi mat
am thanh cua no, rdi ¢b luc tim trong nhan thic
xem am thanh do6 c6 nghia gi (nhung khong
thanh cong). Hién tuong nay d& gy 4n tugng la
nghia ctia don vi ngdn ngir ton tai trong nhan
thirc cia ching ta. Su that khong phai nhu vay.
Nghia cua tur cling nhu cua cac don vi ngdn ngit
khéc tdn tai thuc su khach quan trong 101 noi,
con trong nhéan thic chi c6 sy phan anh cua
nhitng nghia d6 ma thoi. Khong nén 1an 1on
nghia cta tir v6i nhan thic (su hiéu biét) cua
ching ta vé cai nghia d6. Néu ta khong hiéu
mot cau ndi bang tiéng nudc ngoai cd quan hé
v6i cai gi thi nhitng nguoi biét thir tiéng iy van
hiéu cau no6i d6 c6 quan hé vai cai gi trong thuc
té.

Quan diém coi nghia cta tin hiéu la quan hé
clia tin hiu véi cai gi nam ngoai ban than no
thé hién ¢ nhiéu hoc gia khac nhau. Mdt s6 hoc

gid quy nghia vé mbi quan hé gitra tir va dbi
tuong. Quan diém nay xuét phat tir D. Locke
trong cubn “Thi nghiém v¢& tri tu¢ loai nguoi”
[8], sau d6 nhiéu nguoi khac ung ho. Sau day 1a
mot sb phat biéu: “Nghia cua tur 1a sy 1€ thudc
cua no voi sy vat, hién tuong cia thé gidi hién
thuc” [9: 216], “Nghia cua tur 1a mbi lién hé cua
tr véi su vat cua thuc t&” [10: 120]. A.A.
Reformatskiy ciing phat biéu twong tuy nhu thé:
“Nghia, do 1a quan hé cta tr voi sy vat, hién
trong ma né biéu thi, d6 1a quan hé cua su kién
ngon ngilt voi sy kién ngoai ngdn ngt” [11].

Nhiéu hoc gia khac ciing cho nghia cua tir
la quan h¢, nhung khong phai 1a quan h¢ gitra tir
va déi twong ma 1a quan hé gitra tir va khai
niém, biéu tugng. P.A. Budagov viét: “...co thé
goi nghia cta tir 1a mdi lién hé duoc hinh thanh
vé mat lich sir gilta am thanh cua tir va sy phan
anh cua sy vat hodc hién tugng, sy phan anh do
ndy sinh trong nhan thirc cia chung ta va dugc
biéu hién trong ban than ti” [12]. B.N. Golovin
cling phat biéu tuong tu: ... Sy thong nhat ca
su phan anh vé vat chét cua tir va su vat tuong
ung ching t61 s€ goi la nghia” [13]. St. Ullman
— mdt nha ngdn ngit hoc Phap ndi tiéng, cho
rang nghia ctia tir 1a mdi lién hé lién tuong giita
am thanh cua tir (name) va ndi dung khai niém
(y nghia) ctia n6 [14].

Sense (signifié)

Meaning

MName

Thing
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Ju.D. Aprecjan coi nghia cta tir 1a quan hé
giita cac tir voi nhau. Ong viét: “Noi dung ngir
nghia cua tir khong phai la cai gi tu than. No
hoan toan bi quy dinh boi nhitng mbi quan hé
dugc hinh thanh trong hé théng nhimng su dbi
lap cua tir nay véi cac tir khac cung thudc
truong dy” [15: 53].

Mot khi da phan biét “nghia” v6i “so biéu”
(cai dugc biéu dat) thi viéc dung cac thudt ngit
“meaning” va “sense”, “signification” va
“sens”, “Bedeutung” va “Sinn”, ‘“3HaueHue” va
“cMbICT” can c6 su phan biét chir khong thé tuy
tién thay thé 1dn nhau. Cac tai liéu ngdn ngir
hoc hién dai thuong coi s biéu 1a “sense”
(tiéng Phap 1a “sens”, tiéng Puc 1a “Sinn”, tiéng
Nga 1a” cmbicn”), con quan hé cua hinh thuc
ctia tin hiéu v6i so biéu 1a “meaning” (tiéng
Phap 1a “signification”, tiéng BDlc Ia
“Bedeutung”, tiéng Nga 1a “snauenne™). Trong
Gido trinh ngon ngit hoc [16], chung t6i dich
“sense” la “nghia” va “meaning” la “y nghia”.
Xét thay trong ngir liéu tiéng Viét, ngoai nhing
truong hop dung 1an 16n “nghia” véi “y nghia”,
con khi can phan biét thi da s6 dich sense 1a “y
nghia” va meaning la “nghia”. Trong cong trinh
“777 khai niém ngoén ngit hoc” [17] chung toi
dd chap nhén cach dich sense 13 “y nghia” va
meaning 14 “nghia”. S¢ biéu cua tir chinh 1a “y
nghia“clia nd, con quan hé giira ning bidu va so
biéu cua tir 1a “nghia” ciia nd.

Cén phan biét rd rang y nghia (sense) cia tir
v6i so chi (referent) ciia nd. Y nghia cua tir 13
mot hién tuong tam li, co6 tinh chét triru tuong,
chu quan, trong khi s& chi 1a sy vat khach quan
va cu thé cua thé gidi bén ngoai ngdn ngit.
Trong giao tiép, so chi 1a muc tiéu cudi cing
ctia viéc sir dung tir ngir, boi vi trong giao tiép
ngudi ta sir dung tir ngir dé thong bao nhiing su
tinh ciia thé gidi bén ngoai chir khong phai ban
vé ngdn ngit. Y nghia va s chi thudc vao hai

binh dién khac nhau: y nghia thudc nghia hoc,
con sé chi thudc dung hoc.

Lién quan dén s¢ chi (referent, designatum),
can hiéu 13 s¢ thi (denotatum). No6i chung, s&
thi 1a bat ca ddi tugng nao trong thuc té duogc tir
biéu thi. Néu nhu sé biéu phan anh ndi ham cua
khai niém thi s¢ thi phan anh ngoai dién cuia
khai niém, biéu thi ching loai sy vat. C6 thé
dinh nghia s¢ thi cia mot tir 1a tap hop ddy du
tat ca nhitng su vat c6 thé 1a s chi tiém tang
cta tir d6. Thi du: s& thi cua tir “ban” 1a tat ca
nhitng cai ban c6 trong thuc té, s¢ thi cua tir
“cay” la tat ca nhitng cai cay c6 trong thuc té.

Nhu trén da ndi, nghia (meaning) cua tur la
quan hé ciia tir v6i cai gi d6 nim ngoai ban than
no. Vi tr (cling nhu cac don vi ngon ngit khac)
c6 quan hé rat da dang vdi cac hién tugng khac
cho nén, nghia cua tir 1a mot hién tuwong phirc
tap, bao gdm mot sd thanh t5 don gian hon.

Méi quan hé cua tir voi dbi twong ma tir
biéu thi duoc goi 1a nghia sé chi (referential
meaning, t.Phap: designation). P4i tuogng ma tir
biéu thi khong phai chi 1a nhitng su vat, ma con
la nhiing qué trinh, tinh chét hodc hién tuong
thuc té nao do. Nhiing sy vat, qua trinh, tinh
chit hodc hién turong ma tir biéu thi duoc goi la
cai s& chi cua tir. M6i quan hé cua tir voi céi s&
chi la nghia s¢ chi cua tu.

Ngudi ta goi tip hop day du nhitng dbi
tuong co6 thé 1a s¢ chi tiém tang cua mot tir 1 s¢
thi (denotatum) cua tir Ay va mdi quan hé cua tir
voi s thi dugc goi 1a nghia so thi (denotation,
denotative meaning). Can luu ¥ rang chi c6 cac
tr méi ¢d so thi; cac hinh vi tr vung chi c6 mot
s& biéu gém mot sd nét dic trung cla sy vat.

Mbi quan hé cia tin hiéu véi so biéu
(signified, Lat: significatum), tc 1a véi khai
niém hodc biéu twong ma tin hiéu biéu thi duoc
oi 14 nghia so biéu ((significative meaning, t.
Phap: signification) ctia tin higu 4y. S¢ biéu va
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s¢ thi dugc coi nhu ndi ham va ngoai dién cua
khai niém. D6 1a nghia trung tdm cua tir. Cai
goi 1a nghia tir vung (lexical meaning) chinh la
nghia s& biéu cia don vi ngdn ngit. Nghia tir
vung 1 nghia riéng vén co cua don vi ngdn
ngit. Trong tiéng Viét, nghia riéng, vén c6 cua
cac tu ban, ghé, di, xinh, ...1a nhiing nghia tu
vung. Nghia tor vung cla cac tir nay ciing la
nghia s& biéu cia chung, vi n6 phan anh mdi
quan h¢ cua tu voi y nghia cua tur do.

S& biéu va s& chi ciia mot tir ¢o quan hé
chat ch& voi nhau. S6 biéu chinh 1a sy phan anh
cua cac so chi trong nhan thirc cia con nguoi.
Tuy nhién, gitta s¢ biéu va s¢ chi van co sy
khac nhau rat 16n. Mdi cai s& biéu co thé ung
v6i nhidu cai s¢ chi khac nhau vi n ¢6 quan hé
v6i ca mot 16p dbi twong trong thuc té. Nguoc
lai, mot cai s& chi co thé thude vao nhitng cai sd
biéu khéac nhau, boi vi cung mdt sy vat, tuy theo
dac trung cua minh, co thé tham gia vao mot sb
16p hang khac nhau, bat chéo 1an nhau. Ching
han, cing mot nguoi, c6 thé 1a bo, 1a thanh
nién, la giao vién, 1a bg doi, v.v...

Nghia so chi thé hién ra khi sir dung cac tir
trong 16i n6i. N6 khong co tinh 6n dinh, béi vi
ban than mdi quan hé cua tir véi cai so chi co
thé thay doi tiy theo hoan canh néi ning cu thé.
Quan hé gitra hinh thic cua tir voi cai so biéu,
tic 1a y nghia s¢ biéu cua tir d6, trong mot giai
doan phat trién lich st nhat dinh 14 cai c6 tinh
chit 6n dinh. Vi vay, nghia s& biéu thudc vao
hé thdng ngdn ngir, do hé théng ngdn ngir quy
dinh. Khi néi dén nghia cua tir, trude hét nguoi
ta mudn noi dén chinh céi ¥ nghia nay.

Nguoi st dung ngon ngit (ngudi noi, nguoi
viét, nguodi nghe, nguoi doc) hoan toan khong
tho o d6i véi tir ngit dugc dung. Ho co thé boc
10 thai d§, cam xuc ciia minh véi tir nglt va qua
d6 t6i cai so chi va cai so biéu cua tir ngir. Quan
hé cuia tin hiéu voi nguoi st dung dugc goi la
nghia s¢ dung (pragmatical meaning). Ban than

su linh hoi ngdn ngit 1a co tinh chét ca nhan.
Cung mot tir c6 thé gay nén nhimng cam xic
khac nhau & nguoi nghe tily theo truyén thong
van hoa va lich stt, kinh nghiém cé& nhan, quan
diém giai cap ctia nguoi d6. Chang han, khi
nhéc dén thuyén, do kinh nghiém c4 nhan mot
nguoi nao do6 co thé lién tuong dén mot mot vu
dam thuyén, va do dé, tir thuyén gay & nguoi dy
mot cam gidc so hii. Ngudi khac co thé lién
tuong mot canh dua thuyén nhon nhip ma minh
da trai qua, cho nén cai cam xuc goi 1én ¢ anh
ta khong phai la sy s¢o hai ma la sy ron rang.
Tinh chét goi cam ciing tiy thudc rat nhidu vao
ngudi noi. Ching ta thdy khong it truong hop
cac dién gia ¢ tim moi cach, tir viéc lya chon
tir ngit dén nhitng ctr chi phi 101 dé gay mot an
tuong cam xac nao do6 véi ngudi nghe. Nhiéu
truong hop nguodi nghe co thé nhan thiy su
chan nan, budn bi, sy so hii hay tuc gian o
nguoi noi qua giong ué oai, séi ndi hay run run
¢ anh ta. Cai tinh cdm ma nguoi nghe nhan thirc
dugc khong phai 13 gia tri ty than ctia mdi tir
ma la do hoan canh, nglt di€u cua nguoi noéi khi
sir dung ngdn ngit. Chinh vi thé, ngay ca cac tir
khong lién quan gi dén tinh cam nhu sé tir
chang han, bang cach néi nhu thé nao d6 van co
thé 1am mui 10ng ngudi nghe.

Khi miéu ta ngdn ngit nguoi ta khong thé di
vao tit ca nhitng yéu t6 goi cam — cam xuc co
tinh chat cha quan, ca nhan ma chi ding lai &
nhitng tinh cam c6 tinh chit khach quan thé
hién & mot tap thé nguodi st dung nao do. Vai
tinh cach 1a yéu td goi cam — cam xuc khach
quan cua ttr thi khong phai tir nao ciling c6. Pai
bd phan cac tir trong ngdn ngi 1a khong co yéu
t6 goi cam. Ngay ca nhimng tir biéu hién khai
niém vé nhitng tinh cam khac nhau ciia con
nguoi nhu: yéu, ghét, so hdi, xuc dong, v.v.
cling vay. Nhimg tin hiéu nay biéu hién nhimng
khai niém vé nhing tinh cam twong tu chir
khong thé hién tinh cam thyc ciia ngudi noi.
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Thudc vao nghia sé dung 1a nhitng nghia
duoc goi 1a nghia lién twong. Nghia lién tuong
(associative meaning) 1a nghia bd sung cia tir
(hodc ngit), 14 nhimg sic thai ngit nghia hodc tu
tir kém theo nghia co ban cua né, dung dé biéu
dat nhiing ndi dung cam xtc khac nhau va co
thé bd sung thém tinh chét trang trong, sudng
sd, vui dua, ty nhién thoai mai. Nghia lién
tudng c6 dugc nho viée st dung chung. Do 1a
nhiing nghia cdng thém ma mat tur hodc ngir co
dugc ngoai y nghia trung tdm ()’ nghia s& biéu)
ctia nd. Nhing nghia lién tuong thé hién cam
xuc va thai do cua con nguoi ddi voi cai ma tir
hodc ngir biéu thi. Chang han, té con c6 thé
duoc dinh nghia 1a “nhiing dua tré", nhung co
nhiéu dic trung khac ma nguoi khac lién tudng
vOi tré con, nhu: triu mén, vui nhon, dang yéu,
thom mat, lau linh, huyén ndo, qudy rdy, bén
thiu. Mot sb y lién tuong c6 thé cing c6 & mot
nhom nguoi thudc mot nén van hoa hoic xa
hoi, cing gidi tinh hodc tudi tac, nhitng ¥ lién
tuong khac co thé duoc han ché & mot hoic mot
sd ca nhan, tuy theo kinh nghiém c4 nhén cua
ho. Trong mot hé théng nghia, bd phin nghia
lién tuong d6i khi duge quy vao nghia biéu
cam (affective meaning) hay nghia goi cam
(emotive meaning).

Nghia lién tuong tuéng co nhing kiéu cha
yéu 1a: nghia ham chi (connotative meaning) ,
nghia khu biét (different meaning), nghia phong
cach (stylistic meaning).

Nghia ham chi (connotative meaning) la
mot kiéu nghia lién twong dugc thu nhan vé mit
xa hoi. Nghia ham chi it ¢6 dinh hon ci ¥ nghia
thé hién nghia khai niém ctia mét tu. Tur man
“nguoi dan 6ng” c6 nghia khai niém la y nghia
khong thay ddi qua thoi gian va duoc hop thanh
tr cac nét nghia ‘“ngudi”, “trudng thanh”,
“gidng duc”. Nhung néu mét ai d6 ndi a real
man “mot nguoi dan 6ng dich thuc” thi ching
ta hiéu rang tir man mang nhiéu nghia hon cai y

nghia co ban cia n6. Phan phu thém vio do
chinh la nghia ham chi. Nhitng y nghia cong
thém ma mot tor hodc nglt c6 dugc ngoai y
nghia trung tdm duoc goi la y lién tudng
(connotation). Nguoi ta thuong d6i 1ap ¥ lién
tuong voi nghia sé thi (denotation) 1a cai nghia
on dinh, triru tuong va co ban cua biéu thirc
ngon ngit, doc 1ap véi ngit canh va tinh hudng.
Cai dugc ham chi 13 cai co thé ban cai va nod
phu thudc vao mot s6 bién tb vé van hoa, nhung
can luu ¥ 1a ¥ ham chi gitip chung ta hiéu sau
sic thai do xa hoi hon 1a ¥ nghia khai niém
mang lai. Cac tu khong don gian chi mang ndi
dung tri nhan trung hoa nhu ching ta thay khi
chung duoc dung dé thao luan vé nhitng linh
vuc nhay cam trong doi song vin hoa va xa hoi
cua chung ta. Thi duy, van dé vé ching toc dugc
dién ta kho khin hon bdi vi cac tir “tring”,
“den”, “mau” nang triu y ham chi. Tuy nhién, y
ham chi cung cAp mot ngudn phong phu cho
nhiing ai khai thac khd ndng tudng tuong cia
ngoén ngl. Trong ngdn ngl noéi, y ham chi
thuong duoc thé hién bang ngir diéu, mo hinh
trong am.

Nghia khu bi¢t (different meaning) 1a nghia
dugc tao ra do nhing tir khac nhau cing két
hop véi mdt tir nao do, tao cho tur éy nét khu
biét té nhi vé nghia. Thi du: tir an trong tiéng
Viét v6i y nghia 1a hép thy thirc n qua dudng
miéng, co thé két hop véi cac tir nhu: com, mia,
chao, keo,... Nhung 16 rang dn com thi phai
nhai, dn chao thi khong phai nhai, con an keo
thi c6 thé chi ngam cho keo ty tan chay vao
miéng, an mia thi phai nhai hit iy nudc va bo
ba.

Yéu tb goi cam — cam xuc co tinh chét
khach quan dbi voi tap thé ngudi ndi con thé
hién & chd cac tir thudc vao mot 16p tu tir hoc
nhat dinh cta ngén ngit. Khi tham gia vao 16p
tu tr nao d6 mdi tir c6 gia tri tu tir riéng. Gia tri
€01 cdm — cam Xuc cua tir chi ra mébi lién hé cua
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nd voi phong cach nao d6. Bo 1a nghia phong
cach.

Nghia phong cdch (stylistic meaning) li€n
quan dén khai niém ngit vuc. Trong ngdn ngir,
cac tr co tinh nghi thirc va tinh khai quat hoa
v6i mirc d6 khac nhau. Néu ching ta 1y cac tir
lién két quanh bit cr mot trudong nghia nio
trong mot ngdn ngit thi chung ta s& tim thiy
mot s6 tir chi khac nhau trong ¥ nghia lién
tudng vi sd tir ndy thi moi hon hodc sang trong
hon sb tir khac. Nhitng tir sau diy c6 cung y
nghia khai niém nhung khac nhau vé nghia lién
tuéng vi chung thudc vao nhitng phong cach
khac nhau cua tiéng Viét:

Phong cach trung hoa Phong cach khau ngir
(hodc da phong cach)

Tir tran B6 xac

Tiéu tién Pai

No6i nhiéu Déo miéng

Hop nhau An ro

Ngon Ngon o

Bi danh An don

Liéu Bao phdi

Nam gidi Dan 6ng dan ang

Ngoén ngit mot mat 13 hé thdéng tin hiéu
dugc dung dé thé hién cac ddi tuong va cac sy
tinh trong thé gidi; mat khac ngén ngit con 1a
mot hé thdng thé hién chinh ban than né. Ban
than ngdn ngit ciing bao gdm cac don vi khac
nhau nhu: dm vi, hinh vi, twr, cum tw va cau. Néu
nhu 4m vi chi c6 gia tri khu biét nghia thi cac
don vi khac déu co nghia. Ngoai noi dung phan
anh lién quan dén mdi quan hé véi cac dbi
tugng va cac sy tinh trong thé gioi, mdi don vi
déu c6 nghia hinh thirc phan anh méi quan hé
cua ching véi ban than ngdén ngli. Tu lau, cac
nha ngon ngit hoc da phan biét “nghia tir vung”
va “nghia ciu trac”. Su phan biét nay phan anh
chinh x4c sy phan biét kiéu Aristote vé “nghia
chét lidu” va “nghia hinh thte”. Sy ddi lap cua

Aristote gifra “chat li¢u” va “hinh thac” dugc

1

néu ra dé phan biét cac tir loai chu yéu va thir
yéu. Chi c6 cac tir loai chii yéu nhu danh tir,
dong tu, tinh tir va trang tr 1a c6 y nghia theo
nghia dung cua tir ndy: ching biéu hién cac dbi
tugng cua tu duy, tao nén “chat liéu” cua 10
noéi. Cac tu loai khac (gidi tu, lién tur,..) tu than
khong ¢ y nghia, ma chi gop phan vao toan bo
¥ nghia cia cdu bang cach ap dit cho cdu mot
“hinh thtrc” nao d6 hay mot t6 chic nao do.
Trén co sé phan biét tir loai chu yéu va thi yéu,
cac nha ngdn nglr hoc con phan biét “don vi tr
vung” va “don vi nglt phap”. Martinet, Halliday
va nhiéu nha ngdn ngit hoc iy tiéu chudn “tap
hop dong” va “tap hop mé” lam ti€u chi phan
biét don vi tr vung va don vi nglt phap. Cac
don vi ngit phap thudc vao cac tdp hop dong,
tirc 1a tp hop bao gdm cac thanh vién cb dinh
va thuong la it, vi du: cac tap hop dai tir nhan
xung, thoi, giéng,...Céc don vi to vyng thi
thudc cac tip hop ma, tic 1a tip hop gém céac
thanh vién khéng han ché, vo cung 16n, vi du
nhu 16p danh tir hay vi tor trong mdt ngén ngi.
Truyén thdng ciing cho rang cic don vi tir vung
thi c6 ca nghia tir vung 13n nghia cdu trac. Thi
du, tir “bd” vira biéu hién khdi niém “bo” vira
biéu thi sy vat gidng nhu cac danh tir khac.
Hién nay, cac nha ngoén ngr hoc thudng
dung thuat ngir “nghia ngit phap” thay cho thuat
ngit “nghia céu trac”. Pdng thoi ho ciing nhan
ra khong c6 su dbi lap cimg nhic gitra don vi tir
vung va don vi ngir phap. Nghia ngir phap duogc
xéc dinh trong sy ddi 14p v6i nghia tir vung.
Nghia ngir phap (grammatical meaning)
la loai nghia chung, bao trum 1én mot loat don
vi ngdn ngit. D6 c6 thé 1a nghia chung cia ca
loat dang thirc cua tir, cia ca loat tur, loat cau.
Nghia ngli phap khéac vdi nghia tr vung &
tinh chat cua sy khai quat hoa. Sy khai quat hoa
tor vung la khai quat tor nhiing sy vat, hién t-
uong trong doi séng hang ngay. Thi du: tir sdch
trong tiéng Viét khong phai 13 tén riéng ctia mot
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quyén sach cu thé nao, ma 13 tén goi ciia ca mot
16p sy vat mang dac tinh nhat dinh. Su khai
quat hoa ngii phap la khai quat tir chinh cac don
vi ngon ngit.

Co nghia nglr phap dugc khai quat hoa trén
co s& sy dbi 1ap cac dang thuc khac nhau cia
tir, chang han, y nghia vé gidng, vé s6, vé thoi,
vé cach... trong tiéng Nga, tiéng Phap, tiéng
Anh. Thi du:

Tiéng Phap:
étudiante “nir sinh vién”

Tiéng Anh:
students ‘“nhiing sinh vién”

étudiant “‘sinh vién” -
student “sinh vién” -

table “caiban” — tables “nhiing cai ban”

He laughs “N6 cuoi” — They laugh (Ho cudi)

Trong tiéng Nga, sy phan biét giéng duc,
gidng cai, gidng trung cia danh tir duge dya
vao hinh thai cta tir chir khong phai dya vao
gidi tinh cua sy vat trong thuc té. xowra chi ca
méo dyc 1an méo céi, nhung ¢ nghia gidng cai;
cion chi ca voi duc 13n voi cai, nhung c6 nghia
gidng duc; cung chi cai ghé 1a vat khong c6 gidi
tinh, nhung cmyn “ghé dwa” 1a danh tir gidng
duc, ckameiika “ghé bang” 1a danh tir giéng cai,
kpecio “ghé banh” lai 14 danh tir gidng trung.

Co nghia nglr phap dugc khai quat hoa trén
co so sy ddi lap gitta cac 16p tir vé phuong dién
¥ nghia khai quat va dic diém hoat dong ngir
phap cia ching. Ching han, nghia danh tir cua
cac tu nhu: ban, ghé, sinh vién, guong, tu...;
nghia vi tir cua cac tu nhu: an, ngu, nghi, cuoi,
noi...; nghia dai tir ctia cac tur nhu: t6i, no, may,
ho ... trong tiéng Viét.

Co nghia ngit phap dugc khai quat hoa trén
co s& su ddi lap v& vi tri cua céc tir & trong cau.
Chang han, T6i yéu em, thi t6i 1a chu ngir, nhu-
ng Em yéu t6i thi t6i 1a bd ngir; Tt yéu trong hai
cau trén déu 1a vi ngit, nhung yéu trong cau Yéu
la chét trong long mgt chut lai 13 chu ngi.

Co6 nghia ngir phap dugc khai quat trén co
s& su ddi 1ap vé chirc nang cua cac cdu. Chang
han: cau tran thuét, cau héi, cdu ménh Iénh, cau
cam than.

John Lyons noi dén ba loai nghia ngir phap
khac nhau, d6 la: (1) nghia cua cac don vi ngit
phap (lién tir, gi6i tir va cac phu t6,..); (2) Nghia
cua cac chirc nang nglt phap nhu chi ngii, tan
ngit hay bo ngir; (3) Nghia lién quan dén cac
khai niém nhu “twong thudt”, “nghi vin” hay
“ménh 1€nh” trong khi phan loai cac kiéu cau.

Ciing c6 thé khai quat thanh hai loai nghia
nglt phdp la: nghia pham tru (categorical
meaning) va nghia chirc nang (functional
meaning). Nghia pham trii bao gdm nghia cta
cac pham tru tir vung — nglt phap nhu: danh tu,
vi tur, tinh tir,.. va nghia ctia cac pham tru ngit
phap nhu: thoi, thuc, thé, gidng, s, cach,..
Nhiing pham tru ngt phap khoéng phai ngon
ngir nao cling co.

Nghia ngit phép con phan biét véi nghia tur
vung & phuong tién biéu hién. Nghia tir vung d-
ugc biéu hién bang cic phuwong tién tir vung,
tic la br:flng cac tir hoac ngir. Xét vé mat nhan
thirc thé giéi khach quan, ngudi Viét ciing c6
kha nang phan biét gigi tinh cua nguoi va dong
vat nhu nguoi Nga, nguoi Phap. Nhung nguoi
Viét diung phuong tién tir vung dé phan biét
nghia vé& giéng, tirc 1a dung nhiing tir cy thé
nhu: nam, ni, diee, cdi, trong, mdi, ndi, 6ng, ba,
anh, chi... Vi viy, trong tiéng Viét khong co
nghia ngit phép vé giéng nhu trong tiéng Nga,
tiéng Phap... Cac nghia ngit phap dwoc biéu
hién bang phuong tién ngit phap. Phuong thirc
ngit phap 13 nhitng phwong tién hinh thuc thé
hién nghia ngtr phap.

Trong ngdn ngit hoc, ngudi ta co thé phan
loai nghia ngit phdp thanh hai loai la nghia
quan hé va nghia tw thdn. Nghia quan hé 1a loai
nghia do mdi quan hé cua don vi ngon ngit véi
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cac don vi khac trong 161 néi dem lai. Thi du:
Cdo bat ga thi cdo c6 nghia “chu thé”, ga cb
nghia "di twong”, con Ga mé cdo thi ga lai co
nghia “chu thé”, cdo c6 nghia “dbi tuwong”.
Nghia tu than la nghia khong phu thudc vao
quan hé ngir phap cia cac tir ¢ trong cau. Thi
du: Trong hai cu trén ciing nhu trong tir dién,
cac tir cdo va ga déu biéu thi “sy vat”; cac tir
bdt va mé déu co nghia “hoat dong”. Do la
nhiing nghia nglt phap tu than. Nguoi ta ciling
¢6 thé phan nghia ngit phap thanh nghia ngit
phap thuong truc va nghia ngiv phap lam thoi.
Nghia ngli phap thuong tryc 1a loai nghia ngir
phap luén ludn di kém nghia tr vung, c6 mat
trong moi dang thirc cia don vi. Thi du: nghia
“suy vat” cua danh tir trong cac ngén ngilr khac
nhau, nghia “gidng duc”, “gidng cai” ciia danh
tir tiéng Nga, tiéng Phap. Nghia ngit phap 1am
thoi 1a loai nghia ngit phap chi xuat hién & mot
s6 dang thire nhét dinh cua don vi. Thi du: cac
nghia ‘“chu thé”, “ddi tuong”, “sd it”, sb
nhiéu”,...cia danh tir, “thi hién tai”, “thi qua
khir”, “thi tuong lai” hay “ngdi thir nhat”, “ngdi
thir hai”, “ngdi thr ba”, ...ctia vi tir. Phéi hop ca
hai hudng phan loai trén, chiing ta c6 ba loai
nghia nglt phap la: nghia quan hé, nghia ti than
thuong truc va nghia ty than khong thuong
truc.

Phuong tién ngit phap (grammatical means)
1a nhitng phuong tién hinh thirc thé hién ¥ nghia
ngit phap. Nhitng phuong tién ngit phap phd
bién la:

( 1) Phuong tién phu t6. Thi du: national
trong tiéng Anh gdm chinh t6 nation “dan toc”
va hau t -al biéu thi nghia ngit phap: tinh chat,
gidng duc, s6 it.

(2) Phuong tién bién dang chinh t6. Thi du:
Trong tiéng Anh, foor “ban chan”, con feet la
“nhitng ban chan”, man “ngudi dan 6ng” con
men 1a “nhiing nguoi dan ong”.

(3) Phuong tién thay chinh t6. Thi dy:
Trong tiéng Anh, good “tot” — better “t6t hon”,
bad “x4u” — worse “xau hon”; Trong tiéng
Phép, bon “tdt” — meilleur “tt hon”, mauvais
“xau” — pire “xau hon”.

(4) Phuong tién lay. Thi du: Trong tiéng
Indonesia, labuch “con nhén” — labuch labuch
“nhimg con nhén”. Trong tiéng Ilakano &
Philippin, talon “canh déng” — taltalon “nhiing
canh dong”.

(5) Phuong tién trong am. Thi du: Trong
tiéng Nga, 3a ‘mok “lau dai” — samo 'k “6 khoa”.

(6) Phuong tién hu tir. Thi du: Trong tiéng
Phap, le livre de Pierre “sach cua Pierre” (t-
wong tmg voi liber Petri trong tiéng Latin, ding
phu t6).

(7) Phuong tién trat ty tr. Thi du: Trong
tiéng Viét, nuede cd khac véi cd nwdce;, nha nudce
khéc voi nuoc nha.

(8) Phuong tién ngit diéu. Thi du: Trong
tiéng Viét, phat am kéo dai mot tir 1a phuong
tién dé biéu thi y nghia pha dinh, chang han:
Ving...dng...dng.

Toém lai, ngdn nglr hoc hién dai phén biét y
nghia v&i nghia cua don vi ngdn ngit. Y nghia
1a biéu tuwong tinh than c6 quan hé véi don vi
ngon ngit, con nghia 1a mdi quan hé cta don vi
ngdn nglt vdoi cai gi ngoai ban than nd. Vi céac
don vi ngdn ngit c6 quan hé rat da dang véi cac
hién tugng khac cho nén, nghia cia don vi ngén
ngtr 1 mot hién tuong phuc tap, bao gém mot
sO thanh t6 don gian hon, nhu: nghia so biéu,
nghia s¢ thi, nghia s& chi, nghia sé& dung, nghia
ngilt phap.
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Sense-Meaning Distinction in Modern Linguistics

Nguyén Thién Giap

VNU University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Nguyé~n Trai, Thanh Xuan, Hanoi, Vietnam

Abstract: In many languages, there exist terms that can be translated into Vietnamese as “nghia”
or “y nghia” ( ‘meaning’ and ‘sense’ in English; ‘signification’ and ‘sens’ in French; ‘Bedeutung’ and
‘Sinn’ in German; ‘3Hagenue’ and ‘meici‘ in Russian). It used be assumed that the signified was
synonymous with meaning, and because of this misassumption, the above pair of terms was used
interchangeably. In modern linguistics, sense and meaning are considered to be two distinctive
constructs. The former refers to the significative meaning of the linguistic unit while the latter to the
relationship between the signifier and the signified. In other words, the ‘meaning’ of the word
indicates the relationship between the word itself and something outside the word. As words (like
other linguistic units) are related to the phenomena in a diverse way, the meaning of the word is
complex, involving some simpler elements such as significative meaning, referential meaning,
denotative meaning, pragmatic meaning and grammatical meaning.

Keywords: Meaning, sense, referential meaning, denotative meaning, significative meaning,
pragmatical meaning, associative meaning, structural meaning, grammatical meaning, connotative
meaning, different meaning, affective meaning, stylistic meaning, lexical meaning, connotation.
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